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Knockout of PalLoc Toxicity Loci to Construct Non-toxic C. difficile Strain
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[ Abstract] Objective: To construct a Paloc loci deleted mutant of C. difficile based on the CRISPR-
Cfpl system and obtain a non-toxic C. difficile strain. Methods: The standard molecular cloning
method was used to construct the gene targeting pWHS53 against Paloc loci (virulence island) . After
conjugation of the pWHS53 plasmid into C. difficile 630 strain, Cpfl protein expression was induced,
and a double-exchanged Paloc knockout mutant strain was screened by colony PCR, allelic double
exchange at the design site was verified by sequencing. Results; The results of clony PCR showed that
8 of the 16 transformants were PalLoc knockout mutants with a positive rate of 50% . The sequencing
results showed that the APaloc mutant had an allelic double exchange at the design site. Conclusion;
The C. difficile APaloc mutant was successfully constructed.
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ARXERR 1 ( Clostridioides difficile ) J&-— Tt > ]
PE 7R R AR IR AT 1T, 7E 1935 AR ik i
Hall 1 O Toole' " M A JLZE B RE ik v 43 B 45 21
SR HE W2 B & YL ( Clostridioides  difficile infection,
CDI) () EERERA TS R R PB4
1 K i 28 £L55 . 2002 4E C. difficile 527K AY
(WK BI/NAPL/027 Y, [F] I/~ AR 5 R A L
Z B MIZJCHEER CDT) , 3 CDI iy EUN H 5 BUE
R AR O PR B AR S o 1 i R
Wio KLH 4% ~10% W9 58 & 1R BEmr st i+ 7
FREE R ORMEAR TR A R, R MER BRI EER A
(Toxin A, R 2 ) FIFEZR B(Toxin B, A FR) f2
SRMERR T 1Y =28 S N o Paloc ¥ J1 2 A 5
(' pathogenicity locus, Paloc) 415 T 2 3 S1 3L
tedA J tedB 3 DS R (tedR (tedE J tedC) 3
AP S P L R R A tedA J 1edB FER N FRiE . H
HlT 2 B 7 AR MERR 1 AR AR R IR tedB FEH , tedA
FEPRITERL SR R vh PR 2k . AR IBE LA I i
[B] 3 7 41 ( cluster regularly interspaced short palin-
dromic repeats, CRISPR) fI CRISPR #H 3¢ &5 H
( CRISPR-associated protein, Cas) 41 i{ 1) CRISPR-
Cas9 RGE2—F RNA i 5 5 40 BRI T e &
00 AT JLAE, KV Streptococcus pyogenes
(%) CRISRPR-Cas9 JT -k )iz iz H] - J5 4% A ) Fl
BRI RE T S 448 0%, 15 CRISPR-CAS9
F SR, CRISPR-Cpfl R4E 2T Cpfl RN
VIBFEI95E R 5, X R B 5 WITE Francisella nocidi-
da UL12 FERRTH B LB | J5 20 i J5 o Ak
ORI B S T B S R N | A
CRISPR-Cpfl REGEMINFIG T ARMERR B Itk Paloc
BN (BE tedR tedB | tedE | tedA Jz tedC FEH)
BN T EBRFERRIZRE SN C. difficile TR,
AT,
1 MRS
L1 R s Mt

itk NEB express KA #T & ) T New England
BioLabs 73], XRMERR 18 630 T £ M 55 ] it 284 TR Fof
PRI (ATCC) WK, A% SR o L R A
AX ( Bio-Rad, 2 [H ) . JK & 7= K 48 ( MGC Anaer-
oPack, H 4~) | JR & 3% 7% & (MGC Anaero Pack, H
A L BR R R N D) B BirgZ1 (New England
Labs) .NEBuilder® HiFi DNA Assembly Master Mix
i & ( New England Labs) | i .0 32 H ¥ ( brain

heart infusion, BHI , Solarbio ) . i £} ¥ ( Oxoid, 2%
() 35tiEHs (Solarbio)
1.2 i
L2.1 BB OMER I TIRER R &
W IR RS AR, PRAE S 77 & TR IR IR
FEN,37 CFERE (RIRRESR 8 ~ 12 h, [ R
I 18 ~24 h) o RIFAFRIEMIESR T LB Bigedk, 2
TSNS E R (6 mg/L) K RIAFE R (50 mg/L),
C. difficile IR THMFE TS ¢ /L BERHZIRIAN T o/
L 2D 2 R ki 033 s FR i v, 37 C IR 57
TE Y kb 78 DL B AE R HIE R
(15 mg/L) D ¥ 22 5 1R (250 mg/L) k@ PH T
(8 mg/L) S ¥ M (40 mmol/L)
1.2.2 okt AWFSE IR BT A Bk & 5|
WL Rl 51T 3 Paloc 7571 8 F i
[F]5UE Fl sSRNAP: : crRNA, HL 3K I /5, J5 1m0 i H
MIAH . BrgZ1 U1k pWH34 il ek itk
NEBuilder® HiFi DNA Assembly Master Mix il &
¥4 Paloc 35 J1 5 bR F R JRE (sRNAP: : crRNA K&
LN pWH34 ZIA T 4 %42, Y i b 2= K
FFER, V% PCR A B 5 B, JF 3153 B3 (R
PERAL T 05 PRI B A T B0 Fe D) o 4 FH P
AT REG S, OB A 32 IBUTORL , BIVR Fir
Y H R34
1.2.3  HES e ACRMERR T S B IR i i IR
1 mLE&FA pWH34 ki ) K FF# CA434,6 000 v/
min B0 3 min, SR )5 HITCH LB IR IR IR 5L 0 % 2
o ANMEITIERE RS IR 15 200 L fif A AR wf
BWIEG . IR A 2ot BHIS ZEi5-F-A, &
T37 CIRAH IR 10 h, B FE-FARMA 0.5 mL
BHIS W iARE 775, B N IR A B, HC 100 L 34 A
EEA 15 mg/L FHNE R 250 mg/L D ¥ 22 iR
Fe 8 mg/L AP T ) BHIS Bifig-F-#ie ;37 “CIRA
Fi 97 36 h K BT PRIBOT RN 255 A 15 meg/L IR
B BHIS ek rp 197 12 b ¥ 20 g 47 1%
iR ke, 100 WL A BEIR B AL 1S mg /L BN E
= M 40 mmol/L 3L HER) BHIS 555,37 CIREA K
7 36 h, FEALPE 1 3 7% F A E 7% PCR ik, 5
PR 21 2 4 03 O 98 AR R ) i 5 P T 1 L
x100% |
1.2.4 FoRi R A5 S BURLY 58 8 (R 4 2
BHIS B3R 3P b AT HERE 57 (5 d INZY%EHE 10 1K),
SRIG R 2 28 [ A G R 35, PRI V% 5T BHIS %
A 15 mg/L FIIRE R Y BHIS [E K E; F7 4k (4R
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FCENER) o PEERXT A R BUR I R VK, 7 BHIS  BRELR 41 M AR A, T PCR B:3F, ]2 b & 14 h
e R P bR FE . 383 PCR i — 5 IF 92 X e 5% 94 OC%ﬁg'{@smm,% °c/3'{r$20s\55 CiEA30s,

AR R JRORE 2R Y AR R o
L.2.5 JSHRIEENTIEE O THRIER AL RS,
PRI IESYE, LAZ 1 APl 6.7 il 514y, 8748

68 C HE{f 2 min, 30 4>l ¥, 68 C ] Jig %E
10 min, HLUKSEE FI% 2 Bl TARY) TRA R
YABZRRil 5 vall s

x 1 Bk BIF 5 RRIR

Tab.1 Plasmid, primer sequence and source
R 51 s AE K
pWH34 pMTL82151 48 iLacP: :Cpfl, BigZl x2 SCHk[22]
pWH53 pWH53 B2, sRNAP: ; Paloc ctRNA , PalLoc 1 if[RIVERY , PaLoc T IRI W RY BN
crRNA TTTAcggacaagceagttgaatatagtg AR5
ATTAcactatattcaactgettgtccgATCTACAAGAGTAGAAATTA .
1 EST/EN
atggtggaatgataaggetT
AGATcggacaagceagttgaatatagtg TAATTTCTACTCTTGTAGAT .
2 ESUE
gtgtatgtattatacagttgcaata
3 ATCTAATAAAAGGGAGATTGTATTAacaacattggaattaaatcagtcat PN
4 atgactgatttaattccaatgttgtTAATACAATCTCCCTTTTATTAGAT A5
5 CTCCATGGACGCGTGACGTCGACTC Cigtgaaagtaaggaacttaatcatt AR5
6 tgttcaagaaacaggcaagtg ZIK%H %
7 glitggltaticgatggaagge A5
HiFi DNA Assembly Master Mix {87 & — 4 5 4 i%
2 #Z£R ¥ AL KA AT NEB Express &2 5400, 41k

2.1  PaLoc B 77 5 flbR TR 4 FE) 2

B 1A Jis it pWHS3 JSoks BT i BE R o
(el , Fot 1.2 Pk Sk PaLoc 35 7 & 1 F i [F] U5
B (KREES35070 1048 bp,1 036 bp) ,3 JKiE 4 sR-
NAP: :crRNA J B ,4 Jkifi by BigZI B Y] J5 (0 21
1k pWH34 Fiki, LA b 4 A A Befli F NEBuilder®

M 1 2 3 4

A

TE A S pWHS3 Oks B 56 R T 9 ve b

FHEHC 16 ATl PCR AN, o 10716 S FHE 5
6 , X 2L TS 5 PEBUTCRI RS PaLoc FTHEFORE
pWHS3 (18 1B) o % JFORLAL & n] £E K AT i - R
MERR B PP 2 4R 52 A ) S o 1 wal SR A AL TTATE
H R R U2 I (catP) | iLacP:: Cpfl #1 sR-
NAP: :crRNA FIAHE, ki K/N K 13 055 bp (A
1B),

CD0164 terminator
Lactose inducible promoter

ColEL RNATI /‘fa’ =ih
/
5
‘.g/
§ pWHS3
; 13 055 bp

ST

AN

lacZ\alpha

K
g thi-Terminator
. ,»")’A SRNA promoter
Repeat

Repeat  [Ploc 23nt

B

, B A SEREY Y S PR BUSTRLAR At PaLoc FTHEBUR. pWHS3

B 1 PaLoc % 77 8w FUkr pWHS3 iy Ay 2

Fig. 1
1130

Construction of Paloc virulence island knockout plasmid pWHS53
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FBR PaLoc B 3 1% B o MEXRMERR ) B AR IO A4 22

2.2 pWHS3 Jivhs % Ak b 58 28 bk i ik

£ pWHS3 UKL I K AT I CA434 4iifil 5
ARXEAR B 630 20 Jf 17 45 5 e Ak, B AL AR
0.25 x10° CFU/L, 3k15 pWHS53 ki 75, &
SEPRBORMEMR IR 630 44k F 4 A BA M IE R0
PR BHIS 15 95 3k b, LAZE R pWHS3 R 76 R M
PR 630 PR AYER E AL AR (18] 2A) s TR R MEAR
630 544k ¥ B B 100 ~ 1 000 %5 ik Ai T35
AL BHIS- AN R B g 5k, A5 Cpfl &
FIF3k (18 2A) o APaloc J& PR % T bk 2276 TC

BUPE Y BHIS #5357 Herh i 2L 7 42 10 IR 5 &R
pWHS53 JJi ki, SRAFELE 9 APaLoc E7E Mk, 914
APaLoc 275 HE 5 AR MEMR A 630 WT JL K ZH DNA .
55 1 JKiB LA APaLoc Z8ZEREFE 2 DNA DA, 5
2 YKIE IR MERR 630 FE R 21 DNA S AA , £ 3
VKIE R LA ddH, O S AR 1 6 B, WkiE M 2 DNA
B bn e, T DR XERR T 630 JE[FI 4] DNA Ry
PR3 7 Be KK (26 487 bp) BRIt o 4 4541
(E2B),

A B
pWHS53
N SRNAP
Up arm  Down arm
i ot
i 10.0 —
HEJR IS
= — Cdifficile}e 4l 3.0 —
20 | |— 2742bp = 2.0—
IS - 26487hp
FiFR i o
WA T BHISL-Tm A I (kb)
= Cdifficile}: A4
[—=2742 bp A PalLoc

TE A S BORLFEAL S SR 8 7R T8I, B 418 APaloc 287k J 630 JEP DNA HiJk 4%
M 2 DNA mark,1 3 APaloc DNA,2 Jy 630 DNA,3 Sy B,
K2 pWHS3 Jii k4% b % APaloc R % #x 1 1%
Fig.2 pWHS53 plasmid transformation and APaloc mutant screening

2.3 APaloc ZE77 KR EL R I X g

¥4 APaLoc 7B HRARTFY 44 v Bt AT 0 , 45
RIUNE 4 frzs o i Vector NTT E {4 xS F i [F]
P TR IEERE S5 APaLoc 5875 bk b T Ui A 5 R
HANL, K APalLoc RS MRAHNAL K E R

A IEUVRE 0k 5 PR 7 8, B B T TR RO 22 1] Y
PaLoc 5 J1 S Woe MR (K 3A) o FF HARR AL E
(BT 90 [ 08 ) i 132 ) 8 0 e 06 P S (A
3B) M5 515 W, #71 APaLoc fE8

10123
PaLoclfF44 2 -R JFILH
Up arm-F | 1012

Down arm-F | 1

AATBACTBATTTAATTCC

1 A Ky Vector NTIARPEAL X455, B A48 5 .
/3 APaloc R # FF 4 &

Fig.3 A Paloc mutant strains sequencing results
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M OBE R OR R

44 3%

3 g

AR MERR TR 2 B2 B AR AR PE IR TS 1Y 2B L A
e Z B R 2 CDI 1fa i ABE, ARYERR
MRS T 2l Paloc 75 ) 3L N 15 2 14, 645
tedR tedB .tedE tedA X tedC 5 IR, ARHFSEHE A
CRISPR-Cpf1 $ A B T 3% 26 487 bp [#) Paloc
#7115, M HTF CRISPR-Cas9 $ A'*' | CRISPR-Cpfl
HARBIRTE rackNA 925 55, Cpfl 4ifis 5P 51/,
PRI B S R B e SRR, 53 9, CRISPR-Cpf1 £
AR E AT K SE A B, Hong 45 238 , i ]
AR T Ha 50 kb AR F By, AL T
% . RNA™! _ Clostron™ 2! CodA™! | ACE' &5 1
A, CRISPR Z2 4t FLAT B e A A DR G 4 2003 A0 B 452
VESEIE AL

PalLoc 75 715 tedR (tedB tedE tedA Fr tedC 3
B rp, P Y tedA J% ted B 4t 503 7 R Te-
dA J TedB, 2 Fhag s mT LA b B 40 Tot s 4
G S L AR TR A 203, 5 | 62 M 20 i 4742
Ak, 335 b B e A Sl R A B[R] R . A
[F1) 42 5 1) 8¢ DA {685 75 400 7] 3 42 22 5 A8 HIC, Ted A
TedB FERA LI LR AN F R4, FERAE
RS AN BT s T B W A IE K 20 A AN 45 A
PEWFTA T, FECRAE R P MR AN R R, 51 K
RAEH I3 CDUAEIR A KA . BBk Paloc
BER 0 Ja RAEMRA T A BUR 7 R OF HIZ R
PRI 1 L R 7 20 e B 2 TR e 2, R R 2k A
JEIRME, % APaLoc 28728 MR B ik — 1 & R
REIEH o

SR, 15 T2 B A AU R R APaLoc 3 )
By ] REIEAE o WRE I B, A B SR IRYERR
WTEVRER T 454 Paloc 35 J1 1%, 21K TedA [ TedB
RN, bRk ZouE R NS E AR5 ADP &
WAL 55 72 1 25 25 (actin-specific ADP-ribosyltrans-
ferase toxin, CDT; {55 %k NAP1/B1/027), CDT
B2 M CdiLoc 7 1) B %t 38 LT Paloc 3 J) 5k
KIS FUE, B ediR ., cdiA Fr cdtB FERZH %, cdiA %
cdtB B[N 35| 9 i CDTa (20 73 ) F1 CDTh ( it
5y , ARk CDL Y A=A ok, P TEARSR /Y L
Y, PRIV K 9E — 20 9 48 APaLoc 58 7% Ak Rl Bk

diLoc 3 J3 &y, I 3F — 5 56 W3 B4 I gy Uy A Al
.

L5 b ARBREE R R TEARTR Y 16 BRELAL T
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S &
H A 8 BRI PaLoc Z8A8RK , BATESR N 50% ; i
T BAIE , 3RAF 09 8 BREIR Paloc AEMRISLEDL
THOLA R A T A AUSE A, BT R Sl AR T 7
B B PaLoc 72 Hk
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